Unit 5: Freedom From Reconstruction to World War II (1877-1939)

Essential Question:  What do policies and programs meant to Americanize immigrants reveal about American identity and how are these policies and programs, and in turn, conceptions of American identity, shaped by immigration? 

Independent Investigative Research Project
Phase Six and Seven 
Phase Six: Analyze collected evidence to develop a working thesis statement. 
Creating a working thesis statement: Think of your thesis statement as a ONE SENTENCE RESPONSE TO YOUR RESEARCH QUESTION.  
Example: 
Greg’s Research Question:  What purpose and/or role did education play in Americanizing Chinese immigrants living in San Francisco, California during the Second Industrial Revolution?  
Greg’s Potential Thesis Statement:  Education and peer socialization in schools played a major role in “Americanizing” Chinese immigrant children, but created a cultural divide between family members of different ages and educational experience.  
How was Greg able to answer his research question and create a working thesis? 
✓ Completed Phase five (found at least four reliable and relevant sources to answer sub-questions)
✓ Re-read the research (data) he located to complete Phase Five
✓  Drew some conclusions from analyzing (drawing connections between the info., looking for   
      patterns, common themes)
Phase Seven: Complete a Final Research Proposal that includes: 
a. a focus of your inquiry (phase one); 
b. a researchable question (phase two); 
c. a rationale establishing why the research was important (phase two); 
d. sub-questions/a list of key-words and phrases, with definitions, that could be used in searching for information phase five). 
e. a working bibliography of materials used in background reading and other reliable and relevant sources that might be useful; and (phase two and five)
f. working thesis statement (phase six) 
SAMPLE PROPOSAL 
Greg Zimdahl 
Phase Four: Independent Research Project
Mr. Zimdahl 
20 March 2017
Final Research Proposal 
Focus of the Inquiry: 
Educational programs aim to “Americanize” or assimilate Chinese American immigrants during the Second Industrial Revolution
Research Inquiry Question:  
What purpose and/or role did education play in Americanizing Chinese immigrants living in San Francisco, California during the Second Industrial Revolution?  
Rationale: 
In researching educational programs that aimed to “Americanize” or assimilate Chinese American immigrants during the Second Industrial Revolution, I hope to discover what these Americanization programs reveal about how the U.S. government during this time period defined what it meant to be an American.  This topic is important because understandings or definitions of American identity are often elusive and these programs may provide some insight into how various groups of people thought about the defining aspects of American identity.  Moreover, current immigration policies under the new Trump administration and the debates within people’s homes about the proposed travel ban have reignited discussions around American identity and what it means to be an American. While prior research on this topic have focused on the effect of these Americanization programs on a specific population, this research project will also attempt to illustrate how these programs also discuss how education and socialization in schools help create and maintain a sense of national belonging and national identity. 
Sub-questions:
1. What was the Second Industrial Revolution?
2. What propelled Chinese immigrants to immigrate to the U.S.?
3. How many Chinese immigrants came to the U.S. between 1870 and 1920?  
4. How many Chinese immigrants lived in San Francisco, CA and where in San Francisco did they live?
5. What does it mean to “Americanize” an immigrant population?  
6. How is national identity formed and how does education/schooling serve to “Americanize” a population?” 
7. What types of schools and/or educational services were made available to Chinese immigrant children and adults?
a. Why were these services provides and/or schools created? 
b. What was their mission statement? 
c. How were they funded? 
d. What classes/courses were offered/ 
e. How many children/adults attended/took advantage of these programs?
8. Are there memoirs/accounts written by students, teachers and/or administrators who attended/worked at these schools? If so, what memories do they have about their time at these schools/in these programs?   
9. What, according to these educational programs/schools, did it mean to be an American?  
Key Terms: 
· Second Industrial Revolution 
· Immigration 
· Americanization 
· Socialization 
· National Identity 
· Nationalism 
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Working Thesis Statement: 
Education and peer socialization in schools played a major role in “Americanizing Chinese immigrant children, but created a cultural divide between family members of different ages and educational experience.  
