Unit 5: Freedom From Reconstruction to World War II (1877-1939)
Essential Question:  What do policies and programs meant to Americanize immigrants reveal about American identity and how are these policies and programs, and in turn, conceptions of American identity, shaped by immigration? 
Independent Investigative Research Project
Phase Three 
Phase Three: Select one of your examples and formulate a research question using the provided model/template and a rationale for your research project.  
Directions: 
A. Copy your 2-3 EXAMPLES from Phase 2
B. Answer the sub-topic check questions for all examples
C. Narrow your search to create your research QUESTION
Example 1: The United States Congress passing the Chinese Exclusion Act in 1882. The law prohibited Chinese labor migration to the United States and barred Chinese residents from getting U.S. citizenship.  
1. Can you find multiple sources on or information about this topic?    Yes 
2. What has already been written about this topic? Has everything that can be said or discovered from exploring or analyzing this topic already been said? Information from google 
3. Why is this topic relevant today? Are there contemporary issues that mirror/relate to this topic and therefore, learning about this topic could shed some light on what is happening now/today?  This topic has been relevant because now a it’s hard for people to come to the United States, Therefor it’s hard to get citizenship there has been people here living for more than 20 years and they still haven't gotten citizenship. Regarding the Chinese Exclusion Act in 1882 there has been common laws to it such as how president Trump has been banned certain Middle Eastern countries from entering the U.S.     
Example 2: The Geary Act is a law that extended the Exclusion Act in 1882 by adding different requirements. 
1. Can you find multiple sources on or information about this topic?    Yes 
2. What has already been written about this topic? Has everything that can be said or discovered from exploring or analyzing this topic already been said? How there may be different results based on how strict they are at the moment and it can differ. 
3. Why is this topic relevant today? Are there contemporary issues that mirror/relate to this topic and therefore, learning about this topic could shed some light on what is happening now/today? This topic is relevant today
Example 3: Yick Wo v. Hopkins is a case in which the U.S Supreme Court rules a law that was race- neutral but that was administered in a harmful manner was an agreement of the Equal Protection Clause of the 14th Amendment to the U.S. Constitution. 
1. Can you find multiple sources on or information about this topic?  Yes I can 
2. What has already been written about this topic? Has everything that can be said or discovered from exploring or analyzing this topic already been said?  You can find certain articles and things the Supreme Court has said. 
3. Why is this topic relevant today? Are there contemporary issues that mirror/relate to this topic and therefore, learning about this topic could shed some light on what is happening now/today? This case may be relevant to today based on how  

Which of your 2-3 examples BEST answers all 3 questions? 
 The United States Congress passing the Chinese Exclusion Act in 1882. The law prohibited Chinese labor migration to the United States and barred Chinese residents from getting U.S. citizenship.  
My Proposed Research Questions: 
· Why did Chinese Americans migrate to the United states and what were the outcomes of them coming ? 
· How did they find out about the United States and did they at a point regret migrating ? 
· How did Chinese- Americans immigrants negotiate attempts made by various laws, policies or programs, such as Chinese Exclusion Act in 1882 to assimilate or integrate them into American?
Research Question Checklist:
· Is your question connected to assimilation and/or integration? Yes  
· Is your question connected to American identity? Yes 
· Is your question connected to a SPECIFIC program/law/community effort? Yes 
In researching Chinese- Americans, I hope to find out why they migrated to the United States and why the Chinese Exclusion Act was passed. The topic that I will be researching is the Exclusion act that banned Chinese Americans from entering the United States for 62 years and how it was abolished. Moreover, this topic is relevant to today because how president Trump has been banning certain Middle Eastern countries from entering the U.S. While earlier research on this topic is focusing on how 
(2017)?) While _____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________(What kind of information and/or research already exists about this topic?), this research project will _________________________________________________________(Why more or better research is needed (e.g. how will your research help fill in the gaps in our knowledge about this subject matter/topic? How does your research attempt to correct flawed prior research?).  
Greg and Lindsey’s Example
Directions A and B: 
Example 1 - Chinese Exclusion Act of 1882 - A law made by the US government to exclude Chinese immigrants from America
1. Can you find multiple sources on or information about this topic?    Yes
2. What has already been written about this topic? Has everything that can be said or discovered from exploring or analyzing this topic already been said?  Lots of wikipedia info
3. Why is this topic relevant today? Are there contemporary issues that mirror/relate to this topic and therefore, learning about this topic could shed some light on what is happening now/today? Relates to Trump travel ban
Example 2 - Chinese Restaurants and the Fortune Cookie - How Chinese immigrants adapted their food for Americans and “invented” the fortune cookie
1. Can you find multiple sources on or information about this topic?    Yes
2. What has already been written about this topic? Has everything that can be said or discovered from exploring or analyzing this topic already been said?  Debates about the fortune cookie
3. Why is this topic relevant today? Are there contemporary issues that mirror/relate to this topic and therefore, learning about this topic could shed some light on what is happening now/today? Still immigrant dominate businesses - Like the Yemeni Deli Protest.  How do ethnic group dominated business impact the American economy?
Example 3 - Chinese immigrants that attending schools offered by Christian missionary organizations - purpose was to convert the Chinese to Christianity.  
1. Can you find multiple sources on or information about this topic?   A few articles/scholarly journals about Chinese education 
2. What has already been written about this topic? Has everything that can be said or discovered from exploring or analyzing this topic already been said? Overview of educational opportunities for Chinese immigrants - nothing too specific about the missionary schools.  
3. Why is this topic relevant today? Are there contemporary issues that mirror/relate to this topic and therefore, learning about this topic could shed some light on what is happening now/today? Education is still seen as the “great equalizer” and a way to create a shared history/sense of identity - and yet, schools are racially segregated and unequal 
________________________________________________________________________________________
Directions C: 
How to turn your selected example into a researchable inquiry question:
Developing a good research question is one of the first critical steps in the research process.  The research question, when appropriately written, will guide the research project and assist in the construction of a logical argument.  The research question should be a clear, focused question that summarizes the issue that the researcher will investigate.
First select which of your 2-3 examples BEST answers all 3 questions? 
My Selected Example:  Example 3 - Chinese immigrants that attending schools offered by Christian missionary organizations - purpose was to convert the Chinese to Christianity.  
Then, consider using one of the following templates to help frame your research question:
Examples for Laws/Policies/Educational Programs: 
· What does __________________________ (your example) reveal about what it meant to be an American during _______________(time period)?
· Was/were _____________________(your example) successful in “Americanizing” _______________ (your focus population) immigrants during _________________ (time period)?
· How did _______________________(your focus population) immigrants negotiate attempts made by various laws, policies or programs, such as ___________________ (your example) to assimilate or integrate them into American society?
Examples for Community Efforts: 
· What were the social, economic and/or political effects of _______________ (your focus population) immigration during _______________________ (time period)?
· How might/does/can an awareness of the history of early ____________ (your focus population) immigration to the United States ________________ (time period) alter/effect current conceptions of what it means to be an American? 
My Proposed Research Question: Were Christian Missionary schools successful in “Americanizing” Chinese immigrants during the late nineteenth century? 
Research Question Checklist:
· Is your question connected to assimilation and/or integration? yes
· Is your question connected to American identity? yes
· Is your question connected to a SPECIFIC program/law/community effort? yes
How to develop a rationale for your research project:  
What is a rationale?
A rationale is a kind of sub-proposal within a proposal: it offers the reasons for why you are writing this paper (“because Greg is making me complete a research project” is not a valid reason) and why the subject matter and/or question you are attempting to answer is worth researching and writing about.  Pretend someone is paying you to write this paper (i.e. you received a grant).  A rationale is essentially your reasons for why this person should feel that their money is not going to be wasted.  
Your rationale should include the following information: 
· your objectives in conducting further research -- What do you hope to find out?
· the significance of the subject in your field -- Why is this subject important?
· reasons why more or better research is needed -- a summary of your conclusions from your literature review -- the gaps in our knowledge, flawed prior research, etc.) -- What was wrong or incomplete about prior efforts and what is needed to address these problems?
Consider using the following template: 
In researching _______________________________ (focus of your inquiry), I hope to _______________________
_____________________________________(What do you hope to find out?). ________________ (the subject matter and/or topic you will be researching) is important because _________________________________ (the significance of the subject matter and/or topic).  Moreover, _____________________________ (Why is this research project relevant to today (2017)?) While _____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________(What kind of information and/or research already exists about this topic?), this research project will _________________________________________________________(Why more or better research is needed (e.g. how will your research help fill in the gaps in our knowledge about this subject matter/topic? How does your research attempt to correct flawed prior research?).  
Independent Investigative Research Project
Phase Four 
Phase Four: Complete a Preliminary Research Proposal that includes:  
a. a focus of your inquiry (phase one); 
b. a researchable inquiry question (phase two);
c. a rationale establishing why the research was important (phase two)
How to submit: Create a new document in the Google folder you created for this project and title it “Phase Four. ”
Due: At the start of class on Monday, March 13, 2017.  Please PRINT OUT a copy of your proposal to give me on Monday!  
SAMPLE PROPOSAL 
Greg Zimdahl 
Phase Four: Independent Research Project
Mr. Zimdahl 
13 March 2017
Preliminary Research Proposal 
Focus of the Inquiry: Educational programs aim to “Americanize” or assimilate Chinese American immigrants during the Second Industrial Revolution
Research Inquiry Question: Were Christian Missionary schools successful in “Americanizing” Chinese immigrants during the late nineteenth century? 
Rationale:  In researching educational programs that aimed to “Americanize” or assimilate Chinese American immigrants during the Second Industrial Revolution, I hope to discover what these Americanization programs reveal about how the U.S. government during this time period defined what it means to be an American.  This topic is important because understandings or definitions of American identity are often elusive and these programs may provide some insight into how various groups of people thought about the defining aspects of American identity.  Moreover, current immigration policies under the new Trump administration and the debates within people’s homes about the proposed travel ban have reignited discussions around American identity and what it means to be an American. While prior research on this topic have focused on the effect of these Americanization programs on a specific population, this research project will also attempt to illustrate how these programs also provide key insight into how national identity is formed and maintained.  
The United States Congress passing the Chinese Exclusion Act in 1882 and ended in 1943. The law prohibited Chinese labor migration to the United States and barred Chinese residents from getting U.S. citizenship. 
 How did Chinese- Americans immigrants negotiate attempts made by different laws, such as Chinese Exclusion Act in 1882 to assimilate or integrate them into American society and did this law change their view of America?
