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Unit 5:  Freedom Before the Second World War 
Podcast Segment Guidelines

Podcast Description:

The name of the podcast will be “Becoming American.”  The number of students involved in the production of the podcast, the number of interview conducted, and the content of the interviews will determine the format and structure of the podcast.  And yet, the podcast will include information about the author of Paper Son: One Man’s Story, Tung Chin and feature excerpts from a number of interviews of individuals who have recently immigrated to the United States.  As the title of the podcast suggests, the theme of podcast will be the journey and experience of immigration and the process of Americanization or “becoming American.” 
How will you be contributing? 

· You will be responsible for conducting and recording an interview of someone you know who recently immigrated to the United States (preferably within the last ten-fifteen years).  
· Before conducting and recording the interview, you will need to draft a list of possible interview questions.  Greg must approve these questions before conducting the interview.  
· After conducting and recording the interview, you will work with Greg and the other students who have chosen this option to produce a digital story/podcast using Garage Band software.  

STEP ONE: PLANNING the Podcast Segment  

Drafting Your Interview Questions: 

· You should draft at least 10-15 questions* to prepare for the interview.  Remember the goal of the interview is learn about the person’s journey immigrating to the United States, their experience when they first arrived in the United States, and, most importantly, the process of assimilation and/or “becoming American.” 

* It is crucial that the first few questions you asked are unrelated to the subject matter and serve to help the interviewee and you become comfortable with the process.  People being interviewed are more likely to share personal information if they feel safe and comfortable.  

STEP TWO: PRODUCING the Podcast Segment  

Recording the Interview:  

Once Greg has approved your interview questions, it is time to record!  
Option A:  Record from your phone
1. For iPhone and Samsung, locate voice recorder/memo app on your phone and record. 
2. Use a USB cord to upload your recording onto a laptop/your computer. 
     Option B: Record from your laptop.
1. On your laptop, record directly to QuickTime. Click file and new audio recording. 
*After uploading your recording onto a computer, you will need to then upload the file into a shared Dropbox account.  Greg will provide you with the Dropbox account information. If you have the Dropbox Mobile App, you may be able to send your recording directly to the account from your phone without having to first upload onto a computer.  
*A mini-lesson recording sound will be provided if you require further assistance.  
Transcribing the Interview:

Once you have recorded your interview and uploaded it into the appropriate Dropbox account, it is  time to listen and transcribe your interview.  What does this mean?  If someone asks you to transcribe something, they want you to listen to it and write down what was said, word for word.  To do this, I recommend opening a word document and creating a chart that looks like this: 
	Time 
	Transcription
	Notes/Background Sounds

	00:00-00:04
	How was your day so far? 
	Probably won’t use this information on the podcast – this was mostly to ease into the interview.  

	00:05-00:10

	Pretty good – long and very busy.  Thanks for asking. 
	See above

	00:11-
00:16
	And what do you do for a living, if you don’t mind me asking? 
	See above


Sound Mixing/Editing:
Once you have recorded your interview, uploaded it into the appropriate Dropbox folder/account, and transcribed the interview, you will then collaborate with other classmates and work with Greg to produce the final podcast.   
STEP THREE AND FOUR: PUBLISHING AND PROMOTING the Podcast 

After helping produce your segment of the class/grade-wide podcast, you will assist the group with publishing the podcast (making it accessible to the public) and promoting the podcast by creating a very simple page on Greg’s class Weebly. 
