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Practice Using Transitions to Link Ideas and Sentences
PART I: Before you practice using transitional phrases, answer the following questions based on the provided Power Point:
1. What is a transition or transitional phrase?
2. What is the purpose of a transition or transitional phrase? 
3. Where can a transition or transitional phrase be placed in your writing?  
4. What are some types of transitions?  Complete the chart below.
	Relationship
	Possible Transitions

	
	

	
	

	
	


PART II: Sample Paragraph:


1. In our sample paragraph about Washington’s Cabinet, notice how the series of ideas flow together.   They do so with the help of transitions.  There are five that do the work.  Can you find them? Highlight or circle the transitions in the paragraph above.  

2.  Now try reading the paragraph without the transitions.  It sounds strange and “choppy” doesn’t it?  Without effective transitions, your paragraphs will come across as disconnected, as a series of facts without any relationship. 

PART III: Practice Using Transitional Phrases to Link Ideas and Sentences
Directions:  First, determine the relationship between the two sentences.  Then, use a transitional phrase to form an appropriate link or bridge between the two sentences. Lastly, underline the transitional phrase. Use the attached list of transitional phrases to help you complete this activity. 

Example: 

Sentence A:  Hamilton knew that paying the debt would be a huge burden on the U.S. government.
Sentence B: He wanted to prove to people here and abroad that the United States would honor its debts in full.  
Relationship: ___________________________________

Set #1

Sentence A: The Louisiana Purchase doubled the size of the United States and ended the French presence in North America. 
Sentence B: Thomas Jefferson believed that the Purchase had ensured that the United States economy would flourish (grow) for centuries to come.  
Relationship: ___________________________________

Set #2

Sentence A:  In 1796, George Washington retired from public life.   
Sentence B: In 1797, John Adams became the second President of the United States and assumed leadership of a divided nation.  
Relationship: ___________________________________
Set #3
Sentence A:  Alexander Hamilton believed that the government should have maximum interference with the economy. 

Sentence B: Thomas Jefferson wanted the government to adopt a laissez-faire or a “hands-off” approach to the economy.
Relationship: ____________________________________ 
The Constitution of the United States provided only a general outline for organizing the government.  The first job of the President and the Congress, therefore, was to put a working government in place.  First, Congress passed laws to set up three departments for the executive branch.  Then, the President nominated three individuals or “secretaries” to head each of these departments.  The President also appointed an attorney general to advise him on legal matters.  Washington soon began meeting regularly with these leaders as a group.  Over time, this group became known as the Cabinet. 











