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Primary Source Document Analysis 

Station 3: We the People? 

Task: Perform a close reading of the excerpt from the United States Magazine and Democratic Review (1822) and Mary Wollstonecraft’s A Vindication of the Rights of Woman (1792) and answer the accompanying questions.  



1. Who, according the United States Magazine and Democratic Review (1822) 
2. What right does Mary Wollstonecraft believe women “ought to have?”  

3. What phrase(s) or sentence in the above excerpt might you consider using in your paragraph where you assess citizenship in America as of 1825?


The principle of universal suffrage, as adopted in the United States, was the unrestrained exercise of that right on the part of all white male citizens of over twenty-one years of age, unless the right was forfeited by some violation of law on the part of the individual.   Thus, the white-males of age constituted (made up) the political nation. 





United States Magazine and Democratic Review (1822)





Still to avoid misconstruction, though I consider that women in the common walks of life are called to fulfill the duties of wives and mothers, by religion and reason, I cannot help lamenting that women of a superior cast have not a road open by which they can pursue more extensive plans of usefulness and independence. I may excite laughter, by dropping an hint, which I mean to pursue, some future time, for I really think that women ought to have representatives, instead of being arbitrarily governed without having any direct share allowed them in the deliberations of government.





Mary Wollstonecraft’s A Vindication of the Rights of Woman (1792)

















