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Station 4: Maintaining Political Harmony and Creating a Work Government  
Task: Perform a close reading of the excerpt from George Washington’s Farewell Address (1796) and answer the accompanying questions.  


1. What is one reason George Washington advises against the formation of political parities? 

2. What phrase(s) or sentence in the above excerpt might you consider using in your paragraph where you assess the United States government in America as of 1825?


All obstructions to the execution of the laws, all combinations and associations, under whatever plausible character, with the real design to direct, control, counteract, or awe the regular deliberation and action of the government, are destructive of this fundamental principle, and of fatal tendency. They [political parties] serve to organize faction, to give it an artificial and extraordinary force; to put, in the place of the delegated will of the nation the will of a party, often a small but artful and enterprising minority of the community; and, according to the alternate triumphs of different parties, to make the public administration the mirror of the ill-concerted and incongruous projects of faction, rather than the organ of consistent and wholesome plans digested by common counsels and modified by mutual interests.” 


- George Washington's Farewell Address (1796)

















