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Primary Source Document Analysis 

Station 2: : Hamilton’s Financial Plan and Jefferson’s Major Purchase.  
Task: Perform a close reading of the excerpt from John Quincy Adam’s diary (1820) and answer the accompanying questions.  You will need to locate two quotes from this source (one quote for your paragraph where you assess the U.S. economy as of 1825 and one quote for your paragraph where you assess the institution of slavery in America as of 1825).  

1. What, according to John Quincy Adams, did the Missouri Compromise reveal? 
2. What does Adams fear may be the result of this growing division? 
3. What phrase(s) or sentence in the above excerpt might you consider using in your paragraph where you assess the U.S. economy as of 1825?

4. What phrase(s) or sentence in the above excerpt might you consider using in your paragraph where you assess the institution of slavery in America as of 1825?


“Jefferson’s Louisiana Purchase forever changed the American landscape . In a stroke, Jefferson had doubled the size of the United States and gained control of the great Mississippi – allowing for the easier transport of goods throughout the country.  This action most certainly is the reason we are now in the midst of an economic revolution.  





The Purchase, also raised a momentous question, like a fire bell in the night, awakened and filled me with terror. The question of the future existence of slavery in the West and the Missouri controversy disclosed a secret: It revealed a growing division in the country – terrible to the whole Union, for the dissolution of the Union, could result in civil war.  result in civil war.” 


Diary of John Quincy Adams (1820)




















