Slavery in America After Independence
PRIMARY SOURCE MATERIALS 
Document A:  Petition of Slaves to Massachusetts Legislature (1773 and 1777)
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Document B:  Abolition of Slavery Timeline (1776-1804) 

	1776
	· Declaration of Independence 

	1777
	· Vermont bans slavery

	1780
	· Pennsylvania passes a law for the gradual abolition of slavery, freeing future children of slaves.  Those born before this law will remain enslaved for life. 

	1783
	· Massachusetts State Supreme Court rules slavery illegal based on 1780 state constitution.  All slaves are immediately freed.

· Maryland prohibits the importation of slavery.

· New Hampshire begins a gradual abolition of slavery

	1784
	· Connecticut begins a gradual abolition of slavery, freeing future children of slaves, and later all slaves.

· Rhode Island begins a gradual abolition of slavery. 

	1785
	· New York passes a gradual emancipation law, prohibits the importation of slaves, and allows masters to manumit or free their slaves.

	1787
	· U.S. Constitution ratified

· Congress passes the Northwest Ordinance that bans slavery in the newly organized territories northwest of the Ohio River Valley. 

	1804
	· New Jersey enacts laws meant to introduce gradual emancipation.  


Document C: Article I, Section 9, Clause 1 of the U.S. Constitution  

Document D: Article IV, Section 2, Clause 3 of the U.S. Constitution  
To The Honorable His Majesty’s Council, and To the Honorable House of Representatives in General Court assembled at Boston, the 6th Day of January, 1773. 





We have no Property. We have no Wives. No Children. We have no City. No Country. We ask your Excellency and Honors any Law or Laws proper to be made, in relation to our unhappy State, which, although our greatest Unhappiness, is not our Fault; and this gives us great Encouragement to pray and hope for such Relief as is consistent with your Wisdom, justice, and Goodness.











