Name: _________________________________________________________ Section: ______ Date: _______________________________
Slavery in America After Independence

Activity Goal: To discern information from primary source materials to formulate conclusions about slavery in America after independence.  


Activate Prior Knowledge: What do you remember/know about the institution of slavery in America before independence (i.e. during the colonial era (Unit 1))?  
Define the following key terms:

abolition –

gradual - 

emancipation –

enslaved –

institute – 

importation = 

Discern information from Document A to answer the following questions.

1. What is a freedom petition?
2. What does this document reveal or suggest about slaves’ sense or understanding of freedom? 
Discern information from Document B to answer the following questions and complete the map activity.
1. Several states pass or institute a law that begins a gradual abolition of slavery in that state.  What does this mean?  Provide an example from the document to support your conclusion.  
2. Map Activity: Shade in the states that either completely banned slavery after independence or instituted a program of gradual abolition or emancipation.  

3. What conclusions can you make about slavery in America after independence after completing the map activity?   

Slavery in the Constitution 

Read: The structure of government was not the only source of debate at the Constitutional Convention.  The question of slavery greatly divided the delegates at many sessions.  The words “slave” and “slavery” did not appear in the Constitution – delegates at the convention feared they would “contaminate the glorious fabric of American freedom.”  Although the words “slave” and “slavery” do not explicitly appear in the Constitution, several clauses referring to slaves and slavery do appear in the text.  

Activate Prior Knowledge:  What was the 3/5 Compromise?   
Discern information from Document C to answer the following questions.

1. Complete the following statement.  According to the Constitution, Congress (the legislative branch) did not have the power to abolish the importation of slaves until ______________________.  

2. What effect could the end of the international trade slave have on slavery in America after 1808?  Does this mean that slavery will eventually end after Congress prohibits the buying and selling of enslaved men and women from/to outside the U.S.?  Why or why not? 

Discern information from Document D to answer the following questions.

1. What does this clause of the Constitution require states to do with runaway slaves? 

2. What did this clause mean for slaves?  















