Name: ____________________________________________





 Section: ___ 

STEPS to Constructing A Strong Talking Point
STEP ONE: Perform a close-reading of the text.  (Consider following close-reading strategies). 
STEP TWO:  Identify the main arguments/ideas/topics addressed in the text(s)? 

STEP THREE: Choose one main argument/idea/topic and develop a talking point around it.  Use the following template to construct your talking point:
In _____________________________, ________________________________’ _______________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________. Although _____ believes that ……, _______________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________I wonder, however, __________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________.

STEP FOUR: Proofread! Proofread! Proofread! 

STEP FIVE: Submit talking point on class Weebly: gzimdahl.weebly.com 
COMPONENTS OF A STRONG TALKING POINT:
____ Revolves around a single issue or topic addressed in the assigned text(s)
      ____ Does not simple summarize the assigned text(s), but rather includes your 

              OWN conclusions (something that was not stated explicitly in the text).  

      ____ Incorporates direct evidence from the text to support YOUR conclusions 

      ____ conclusions are communicated clearly and effectively – all sentences are 

              complete and flow smoothly from one to the next in a logical and clear manner 

              (one way to do this is to use transitions!) 

      _____ can end with a thought-provoking/open-ended/”thick” question 

      _____ uses formal language (avoids vague nouns like “things” and generalizations 

                like “most people…”) 

      _____ incites/sparks discussion (i.e. it will get your classmates to talk/debate!)
