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Sunshine and Shadows
Rising immigration and increasing class divisions affected the development of American cities during the mid-nineteenth century. City guides as well as newspapers, magazines, and novels presented cities as fractured societies. According to these publications, each was really two cities: one orderly, prosperous, and bathed in “sunlight,” the other menacing, poor and steeped in “darkness” (or “gaslight”). In this frontispiece from the 1868 Sunshine and Shadow in New York, the symbolic extremes of day and night were represented by a Fifth Avenue mansion and the Old Brewery, an infamous “thieves’ den” located in the Five Points slum district. 

TASK:  
1) Choose two images/photographs or draw two images that represent the widening gap between the wealthy and poor today (2013-2014).  

2) Draw/glue your images on a word document.  The words “Sunshine” and “Shadows” must be on your collage. 
3) Write a brief explanation in which you discuss how your images/drawings depict the widening gap between the wealthy and the poor today (2013-2014)
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