Excerpt from “Afghanistan, the Taliban and the United States: The Role of Human Rights In Western Foreign Policy,” 

by Nafeez Mosaddeq Ahmed.

Although the USSR had been interfering in Afghan affairs long before the U.S., it is worth noting that contrary to what most people believe or know, the United States appears to have begun operations in Afghanistan before the full-fledged Soviet invasion.  Former National Security Advisor under the Carter Administration, Zbigniew Brzezenski, has admitted that an American operation to infiltrate Afghanistan was launched long before Russia sent in its troops on December 27, 1979.  Agence France Press reported that, “Despite formal denials, the United States launched a covert operation to support anti-Communist guerrillas in Afghanistan at least six months before the 1979 Soviet invasion of the country, according to a former U.S. official.” 

The Taliban: An Islamist Movement?

Indeed, there is no doubt that the Taliban has been ruling Afghanistan with an iron fist. The faction’s policies are repressive and involve the perpetration of countless human rights abuses.  However, as the international Muslim newsmagazine Crescent International rightly observes, “criticism of the Taliban, whether it comes from non-Muslims or Muslims, is often heavily overlaid with prejudices or political interests.” 

The Taliban’s status as a genuinely Islamic movement is at the very least highly questionable – there are very few Muslim scholars who would agree that their policies constitute Islamic policies…the Taliban “calls itself ‘Islamic,’ but its regulations directly violate some of the most cherished principles of the Islamic faith.    

