Name: _______________________________________________ Section: ______ Date:________________________

                                 Talking Points Grading Rubric

	BE PRECISE

	Outcome Target:
	Not Yet
	Meets Standards
	Exceeds Standards

	Demonstrates control of mechanics through sentence construction

	
	Use simple sentences to communicate ideas and conclusions. 
	Uses both simple and complex sentences to progress ideas and meaning. 



	To improve your ability to BE PRECISE… ___ integrate quotes in a more seamless manner   ___avoid incorporating naked quotes  ___ avoid incomplete sentences ___ avoid run-on sentences ___ be mindful of capitalization ___ integrate quotes in a more seamless manner  ___vary the sentences in your writing  
___Other: 


	COMMUNICATE

	Outcome Target: 
	Not Yet
	Meets Standards
	Exceeds Standards

	Uses language to communicate with clarity

	
	Communicates conclusions in an organized manner.  
	Communicates thoughts

through organized and accurate arrangement of language that allows the 

reader to fully comprehend and think about claims and evidence beyond the text.


	To improve your ability to COMMUNICATE… __ avoid informal language (contractions, slang, sweeping generalizations,  __ use transitional phrases to link sentences and ideas __ avoid redundancy ___ be mindful of homophones (there/their)  __ work on word choice (replace complex words with simple ones)  __ avoid vague nouns  ___ use words, not their definitions  __don’t start sentences with “There is,” “There are,” or “It is.”    ___ use pronouns appropriately  __break long sentences into shorter ones 
__ Other: 


	COMMUNICATE

	Outcome Target:
	Not Yet
	Meets Standards
	Exceeds Standards

	Skillfully and purposefully organizes writing. 

	
	Writing is clear and organized

  
	The order, structure, or presentation of information is compelling and moves the reader through the text.



	To improve your ability to COMMUNICATE… __ avoid irrelevant information   __ elaborate/expand on your claims/important conclusions with supporting evidence ___present historical information in chronological order    __ make sure each sentences advances and showcases the central idea __ every now and then connect new information and ideas to the central idea ___ focus talking point around a single issue/central idea/argument from the text

__Other:  


	CONCLUDE

	Outcome Target:
	Not Yet
	Meets Standards
	Exceeds Standards

	Uses inferences, connections and/or prior knowledge to formulate ideas


	
	Forms conclusions based on textual evidence.  

	Forms conclusions based on inferences supported by textual evidence.  


	To improve your ability to CONCLUDE… ___ identify a more central idea/argument from the text from which to base your talking point off of   __ draw a connection to today – consider how the author’s argument can affect how we think about things today  ___ construct an argument/comment/question that will more likely cause your classmates to participate during the discussion – think about what may be a debatable question and/or require more than a short answer response   ___tailor or integrate evidence from the assigned reading(s) to formulate a more nuanced or original conclusion  __connect the readings to course material/prior knowledge __ consider any flaws in the author’s argument/line of thinking 

__Other: 


