TASK CARD - The Roaring Twenties – BOOM

Aim: To form conclusions about the U.S. economy and American spending habits during the 1920s by comparing newspaper advertisements from the 1900s to the 1920s.  

· Handout: Advertisement page from the 1900s
· Handout: Advertisement page from the 1920s
· Handout: Mass Consumption Today 
· Laptop 
Activity: 

1) Analyze and compare newspaper advertisements from the 1900s and 1920s by answering the following questions for EACH decade (i.e. answer the questions twice).  
a. What types of goods and services are being advertised?  

b. To which social class(es) or group(s) do these ads appeal? 

c. How, if at all, are woman portrayed in these ads? 

d. What message do these ads send about what is important?

2) After analyzing advertisements from both decades, think about what changed from 1900 to 1920 in terms of consumer culture and American society. Write your conclusions on a separate sheet of paper to be turned in.  

3) In groups of two or three, conduct a small group discussion using the following questions to guide your conversation:

a. What conclusions can you make about the 1920s from looking at the newspaper advertisements? 
b. Define the term mass consumption.  In what ways was the United States in the 1920s moving towards creating a culture centered on the notion of mass consumption?  
c. Mass-produced consumer goods like automobiles and ready-to-wear clothes were not new to the 1920s, nor were advertising or mail-order catalogues. But something was new about Americans' relationship with manufactured products, and it was accelerating faster than it could be defined. Not only did the latest goods become necessities, consumption itself became a necessity, it seemed.  What do you make of the idea that consumption has become a “necessity?” Do you agree with this statement?   Is the need for consumption an innate or natural feeling/impulse or is it something manufactured by society?  

4) Discussion Reflection (write in your notes):  
a. Identify one thing that you learned from your group discussion.

b. Identify one question that today’s group discussion raised in your mind.   
5) Complete Connections to Today Activity
6) Add to your Myth and Reality T-Chart. 
Connections to Today Activity: 
1) Locate the handout entitled: Mass Consumption and follow the directions.  
