The Spanish-American War (1898) - TASK CARD 
Aim:  To identify and evaluate how and why the United States emerged as an imperial power in the 1890s and consider the impact of American racial attitudes and practices on other nations during the age of empire.

Materials:

· Laptop 
· Handout: United States Early Foreign Policy Cartoon Analysis Sheet 
· Handout: Reasons for Abandoning an Isolationist Policy Cartoon Analysis Sheet
· Hanodut: Yellow Journalism 
· Handout: Spanish-American War Review - Fill-in-the-Blank 
· Reading: Howard Zinn’s A Young People’s History of the United States (adapted by Rebecca Stefoff)
· Handout: Spanish American War Political Cartoon Analysis Sheet 
· Reading: Excerpt from Honor in the Dust by Greg Jones 
· Reading: NPR’s Waterboarding:A Tortured Past
Activity: 

1) Greg’s PowerPoint – United States Early Foreign Policy – watch, listen, and/or take notes.
2) Complete handout entitled: United States Early Foreign Policy Cartoon Analysis Sheet 
3) Complete handout entitled: Reasons for Abandoning an Isolationist Policy Cartoon Analysis Sheet  
4) Greg’s PowerPoint – American Expansionism – watch, listen, and/or take notes. 

5) Complete handout entitled: Spanish-American War Fill-in-the-Blank
6) Complete handout entitled; Yellow Journalism 
7) Read and annotate pages 179-191 from Howard Zinn’s A Young People’s History of the United States (adapted by Rebecca Stefoff)
8) Complete handout entitled: Spanish American War Political Cartoon Analysis Sheet 
9) Complete Connection to Today Activity

10) Add to your Myth and Reality T-Chart
Connection to Today Activity: 

1) Read and annotate excerpt from Honor in the Dust and NPR’s Waterboarding:A Tortured Past 
2) Answer the following questions based on the above readings:
a.  What, according to Ed Peters, a historian at the University of Pennsylvania, makes “waterboarding such an attractive interrogation technique?” 

b. How did the practice of waterboarding make its way to the U.S.?

c. During the Spanish-American War, did President Thedore Roosevelt defend or criticize the practice of waterboarding? 

d. Does Roosevelt’s remark contradict (go against) the account you read from Honor in the Dust? Cite evidence from the excerpt from Honor in the Dust to support your claim. 
