The Great Depression - TASK CARD 

Aim: To identify the possible causes of the Great Depression and its impact on American society.  

Materials:

· Handout: Important Economic Terms
· Scenario Card and accompanying worksheet 
· Calculators 
Activity:

1) Locate PowerPoint entitled “What Caused the Great Depression?” (watch, listen, and/or take notes). 

2) Complete handout: Important Economic Terms 
3) Guiding Question: What effect did the Great Depression have on Americans? 

Budget Scenario Activity (best if done in groups of four – if this is impossible, come see me)

a. Each member of the group should assign themselves one of the four roles: a farmer, a teacher, a railroad worker, and a construction worker.

b. Locate the appropriate scenario card and worksheet.

c. First, complete the 1928 column 

d. Then, read your scenario card and complete the 1933 column.  

e. After you complete your handout, answer the following questions on the back of the worksheet or on a separate sheet of paper:

i. Why did the percentage of your income spent on housing and perhaps other items increase? 

ii. Did you spend the same dollar amount on food in 1928 as you did in 1933? 

iii. What tradeoffs did you make in order to feed yourself and/or your family? (What did you have to give up?) 

iv. How would these spending decisions affect the economy? If you were unemployed, what choices would you have had to make? 

v. If you had additional family members come to live with you in 1933, what happened to the income per person – per capita income – for your family? 

4) Conduct a small-group discussion 

a. First, assume the role of your character and share with your group-mates what happened to you and your family in 1933, what decisions you made, and how these decisions affected the family. 

b. Consider the effects of the Great Depression.  Use the following questions to guide your discussion:  

i. What conclusions can you make about the possible effects of the Great Depression on American society?

ii. How might the economic actions/decisions made by Americans during the so-called Roaring Twenties caused the Great Depression?

iii. How might the Great Depression affect nations abroad?

iv. What can be down by both the people and the government to get the country out of the Great Depression?  

5) Discussion Reflection (write in your notes):  

a. Identify one thing that you learned from your group discussion.

b. Identify one question that today’s group discussion raised in your mind.   

6) Complete Connections to Today Activity 

7) Add to your Myth and Reality T-Chart. 
Connections to Today Activity:  Conduct research using the Internet to answer the following questions: 
1) What is a recession?

2) What was the Great Recession?

3) How does the Great Recession compare with the Great Depression?

4) What are America’s children considered the “silent victims” of the Great Recession? Read the following article to help you answer this question: http://www.pbs.org/newshour/making-sense/americas-children-are-the-sile/
