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The Confederate Flag: Heritage or Hate
Reading Comprehension and Critical Thinking Questions 
1. According to the article, the flag we refer to today as the Confederate flag 

a) was the first official flag of the Confederacy. 

b) was the second official flag of the Confederacy. 

c) was a Confederate battle flag. 

d) confused soldiers on the battlefield

2. According to the article, what did the flag come to represent during the civil rights era? 

a) resistance to civil rights for blacks 

b) solidarity with blacks in the fight for equality 

c) a symbol of the North 

d) a symbol of the South’s defeat in the Civil War

3. What event spurred South Carolina lawmakers to remove the battle flag from the State House? 

a) the murder of nine churchgoers by a white supremacist 

b) the Supreme Court ruling on specialty license plates in Texas 

c) the release of a new novel about racism 

d) none of the above

4. Complete the following statement:

According to many Southerners, the Confederate flag is not a symbol of racism, but rather a symbol of _____________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
5. According to the article, the Supreme Court’s 2015 ruling on Texas law 

a) will prevent Americans from flying the battle flag on their lawns. 

b) affirms that the government isn’t required to endorse a point of view that some people find offensive. 

c) declared the Confederate flag unconstitutional. 

d) upheld the constitutionality of the Confederate flag.

6. Based on the article, why do you think debates over Confederate symbols have been so heated? Use textual evidence to support your response.

