










           Trade Freedom 








The Navigation Act of 1660

The first British empire was built upon the concept of mercantilism—that the economic interests of the nation have priority over those of all other groups and areas.  Thus, England’s colonies must profit the mother country. Acting upon such a doctrine, the British government enacted a series of Navigation Acts over the course of the second half of the seventeenth century. The Navigation Act of 1660 further defined how trade among the mother country, colonies, and foreign lands was to be conducted. 


XVIII. And be it further enacted, That from and after the first day of April, 1661, no sugars, tobacco, cotton-wool, indigos, ginger, fustick, or other dying wood, of the growth, production or manufacture of any English plantations in America, Asia, or Africa, shall be shipped, carried, conveyed or transported from any of the said English plantations to any land . . . other than to such English plantations as do belong to his Majesty. . .










