The Segregated South – TASK CARD 

Aim: To identify and evaluate how the liberties of blacks after 1877 (Reconstruction) gave way to legal segregation across the South and the rise of lynching.
Materials:

· Handout: Excerpt of Article from The Southern Argus, May, 1899 

· Handout: Excerpt from Ida B. Well’s Lynch Law in Georgia 
· Handout: Lyrics to Billie Holiday’s and Kanye West’s Strange Fruit 
· Laptop and Listening device 
TASK:
1) Locate PowerPoint entitled The Segregated South (watch, listen, and/or take notes). 

2) Look up the terms "lynch" and "lynch law."  Write these definitions down in your notes. 
3) Read and annotate the excerpt from an 1899 newspaper article about a mob action against an

Samuel Hose, an African-American man who was accused of killing his employer and raping the employer’s wife. 

a. Answer the following questions after you finish the reading (consider reading the questions before you read the article to help you focus your reading).  
i. Define the word mob. 
ii. What does the author mean by “The Negro Question?” 
iii.  How does the author attempt to justify Samuel Hose’s punishment? 
iv. What is the author’s opinion of enfranchisement for African Americans? 
4) Next, read and annotate the excerpt from Ida B. Well’s Lynch Law in Georgia. Ida B. Wells-Barnett was an energetic journalist and anti-lynching activist. The pamphlet Lynch Law in Georgia was published in 1899 in response to a series of lynchings that occurred in Georgia in that year. 

a. Answer the following questions after you finish the reading (consider reading the questions before you read the article to help you focus your reading).  
i. How does the excerpt from Ida B. Well’s Lynch Law in Georgia compare to the excerpt from The Southern Argus, May 1899?

ii. What, according to Ida B. Wells is the purpose of lynching – what she calls “savage demonstrations.” 

iii. How does the following sentiment by African-American author Richard Wright relate to the topic of lynching?  "The things that influenced my conduct as a Negro did not have to happen to me directly; I needed but to hear of them to feel their full effects in the deepest layers of my consciousness.”





- Richard Wright, Black Boy, 1945 
5) Complete Connections to Today Activity:
6) Add to your Myth and Reality T-Chart. 
Connections to Today: 

1) Grab the handout entitled Lyrics to Strange Fruit by Billie Holiday and Kanye West. 

2)  First listen to Billie Holiday’s version – recorded in 1939. Billie Holiday was a famous Jazz singer in the 1930s and 1940s.  Follow along with the lyrics as you listen, making note of anything that sticks out/may relate to the topic of lynching. 

3) Answer the following questions after listening: 

a. What does the title “Strange Fruit” represent, what is the irony of this title? 

b. What mood does Billie Holiday create when she sings the song?

4) Now, listen to Kanye West’s Blood on the Leaves – recorded in 2013. Follow along with the lyrics as you listen.  Consider watching the music video at the following link: http://vimeo.com/73375276
5) Answer the following questions after listening:

a. Why do you think Kanye West decided to situate Strange Fruit in the background of his song?  This time, the reference comes through sampling Nina Simone’s, another famous American singer, re-iteration of the song, not only in the into, but through the entirety of the track? What is the significance of placing this protest song next to the modern song lyrics by Kanye West?
