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The Supreme Court and the Dred Scott Case
Directions: Use the Power Point entitled: The Supreme Court and the Dred Scott Case to answer the following questions:  
1. What is the primary role of the Supreme Court?  
2. Who makes up the Supreme Court?
3. What types of cases does the Supreme Court hear? 
4. Why is Marbury vs. Madison considered an important or “landmark” Supreme Court Case? 

5. Who was Dred Scott and why was he suing for his freedom?  

6. What was the Court’s decision in the Dred Scott vs. Sanford case?

7. How might the following groups react to the Dred Scott decision?
· Supporters of slavery 
· Northerners and ant-slavery supporters 
· African-Americans 
8. How might the Supreme Court’s decision in the Dred Scott v. Sanford case lead the nation closer to civil war?

Consider using the following websites if you need additional resources: 

· http://www.scholastic.com/teachers/article/role-supreme-court
· http://www.civilrights.org/judiciary/courts/supreme.html
