Unit 4: The Civil War and a New Birth of Freedom? 

Name: _________________________________________________________
Section: ______
 Date: _________________________

The Election of 1860
Part I:  Lincoln in 1858 

Directions: Turn to page 523 of Eric Foner’s Give Me Liberty. 
On page 523 you will find an excerpt from a debate between a man by the name of Stephen A. Douglas and Abraham Lincoln.  In 1858, both men were trying to become the Senator of their home state (Illinois).  

TASK:  Read the sections of 523 where Lincoln is speaking and answer the questions that follow.  

1. What, according to the statements he made during his debate with Stephen A. Douglas in 1858, were Abraham Lincoln’s opinions regarding slavery and the rights of black Americans?  

Part II: Lincoln in 1860

Directions: Turn to page 528 of Eric Foner’s Give Me Liberty.

At the top of page 528 you will find a map illustrating the Presidential Election of 1860.  Although losing to Douglas in 1858 to be a member of the Senate, to many people’s surprise, two years later, Abraham Lincoln became the Republican candidate for the office of President of the United States.  

Task:  Analyze the map on page 528 to answer the questions that follow.

1. Who won the election of 1860?

2. What percentage of voters (the popular vote) voted for Abraham Lincoln? 

3. Who had the second most votes? 

4. What states or region of the United States did Lincoln receive most, if not all, of his votes from?  Why do you think this was the case?  
