Three Abolitionists’ Biographies


        




  Task Card #2: I’m I Not a Man and a Brother? I’m I Not a Woman and a Sister?
                       John Brown 


                Frederick Douglass



   Harriet Beecher Stowe 
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As a young woman in � HYPERLINK "http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/americanexperience/features/interactive-map/abolitionists-map/" ��Cincinnati�, Harriet Beecher Stowe -- daughter of the influential minister, Lyman Beecher -- shared her father's opposition to slavery. The only reason anyone could not be against slavery, Harriet Beecher Stowe believed, was being ignorant of how abhorrent the practice was. She began to envision a novel that would open the eyes of Americans who had never been exposed to the horrors of slavery.





The plot of the novel focused 


on two slaves, a middle-aged


 man named "Uncle" Tom 


and a young woman named 


Eliza. When Eliza's son Harry 


and Uncle Tom are both sold 


by their owner, an anguished 


Eliza steals her own baby and tries to escape rather than accepting a forced separation from her child. Eliza reaches freedom; Tom is eventually sold to a cruel master named Simon Legree, who is later responsible for his death. 





Published in 1852, the novel was both a heartbreaking portrayal of the suffering of enslaved people and a plea for whites to assume their Christian duty to end slavery forever. The strength of Uncle Tom's Cabin was its ability to illustrate slavery's effect on families, specifically mothers. Slavery, as Stowe showed her readers, made a mockery of this conception of women's role in every possible dimension. The idealized family could be shattered at a slaveholder's whim. Marriages could be ended at any moment, mothers could be forever separated from their children.  








� HYPERLINK "http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/amex/brown/" ��John Brown� was raised by devout Calvinists who believed in treating people of all races fairly. As a child, Brown witnessed the cruel mistreatment of an enslaved boy. From that time onward, he believed fervently that slavery was evil. After a string of failed business ventures as a merchant and tanner, Brown went in search of a new direction; the mob murder of anti-slavery printer Elijah Lovejoy in 1837 provided it. At a memorial service for Lovejoy, Brown declared, "Here, before God, in the presence of these witnesses, from this time, I dedicate my life to the destruction of slavery." Brown became a radical abolitionist and believed that any means used to achieve the goal of ending slavery were justified -- including violence





In 1859, he and a small 


army raided the federal 


armory at � HYPERLINK "http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/americanexperience/features/interactive-map/abolitionists-map/" ��Harpers Ferry,   


Virginia�, hoping to spark 


a rebellion across the 


South. Brown was 


captured and hanged 


in the aftermath, 


becoming a martyr for 


the abolitionist cause. 





Speaking at his trial, and cementing his image as a folk hero, Brown proclaimed, "Now, if it is deemed necessary that I should forfeit my life for the furtherance of the ends of justice, and mingle my blood further with the blood of my children and with the blood of millions in this slave country whose rights are disregarded by wicked, cruel, and unjust enactments -- I submit; so let it be done!"








Born into slavery on � HYPERLINK "http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/americanexperience/features/interactive-map/abolitionists-map/" ��Maryland's eastern shore� in 1818, Frederick Douglass spent several years in Baltimore, where he learned to read. Douglass viewed his newfound literacy as the key to knowledge, and "the pathway from slavery to freedom," as he wrote in his first autobiography. 





In 1838, he escaped to the North. After reading William Lloyd Garrison's newspaper The Liberator, and hearing him speak at an anti-slavery meeting, Douglass joined forces with Garrison, traveling across the North to tell his story and advocate for the abolition of slavery. 





In 1845, he published his autobiographical Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass, which won him national fame. 





In 1847, Douglass moved to � HYPERLINK "http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/americanexperience/features/interactive-map/abolitionists-map/" ��Rochester, New York�. There, Douglass established his own newspaper, The North Star.  In the first issue, Douglass explained his reasons for establishing an African American-owned newspaper. He emphasized that he did not want to seem ungrateful to people such as � HYPERLINK "http://www.britannica.com/EBchecked/topic/226208/William-Lloyd-Garrison" ��William Lloyd Garrison�, a white abolitionist who published the antislavery paper � HYPERLINK "http://www.britannica.com/EBchecked/topic/339245/The-Liberator" ��The Liberator�. However, he claimed that it is common sense that those who suffer injustice are those who must demand redress and, thus, African American authors, editors, and orators must have their own paper with which to share their voices.











