Unfamiliar Terms from the excerpt from Daniel Walker Howe’s What God Hath Wrought: The Transformation of America, 1815-1848. 

laborious – taking a lot of time and effort
fastidious -  very careful about small details in your appearance, work etc
tallow – hard animal fat used to make candles 
wage labor – work or labor that you do and earn money for doing it 

predecessor – someone who had your job before you started doing it
succumb – to stop opposing someone or something that is stronger than you, and allow them to take control 
impassable -  a road, path, or area that is impassable is impossible to travel along or through
