Unit 2: Freedom After Independence 






Task Card #3  

Essential Question: Do the various “ingredients” and the overall structure of the U.S. Constitution guard against tyranny and protect freedom? 
Aim: To explore and evaluate how the system of checks and balances attempts to guard against tyranny.  
Materials: 

· Loose-leaf paper or notes 

· Copy of the U.S. Constitution 

· Handout: Keepin’ It In Check!
· Handout: U.S. Constitution Cake Project Brainstorming Sheet
Activity: 

1. Activate Prior Knowledge:  Why did the framers (writers) of the Constitution divide the government into three branches?  Why did the framers (writers) of the Constitution decide on a two-chamber Legislative branch?  How did they determine the number of representatives and senators from each state? 
2. Turn-and-talk: Share/discuss your response to the Activate Prior Knowledge.  
3. Locate Power Point entitled: Constitutional Convention Part 2. Watch/listen to/and take notes.
*If you are still confused by and/or want more information about the system of checks and balance you should read the provided excerpt from a textbook (located in the bin). 

4. Complete the handout entitled:  Keepin’ It In Check!  
5. Share your responses to the Keepin’ It In Check! activity with a buddy. 

6. Add brainstorming ideas to your U.S. Constitution Cake Project Brainstorming Sheet
What you need to turn in from this card:

1. Response to the Activate Prior Knowledge Question

2. Handout: Keepin’ It In Check!  
*You also need to demonstrate that you added information/ideas to your U.S. Constitution Cake Project Brainstorming Sheet. 
