Unit 4: The Civil War and a New Birth of Freedom? 

Task Card #3:  A House Divided Cannot Stand 
Essential Question: How has American history been shaped by the debates, disagreements, and struggles over freedom? 

Aim: To explain why Lincoln’s election in 1860 led southern states to secede or leave the Union and form the Confederate States of America.  
Materials: 
· Handout: The Election of 1860
· Your data collection sheet 

· Loose-leaf paper 

· Handout: Excerpt from a speech delivered Alexander H. Stephens, Vice President of the Confederacy on March 21, 1861 (Only for students who would like to challenge themselves).   
Activity:

1) Activate Prior Knowledge: What do you remember about political parities? 
2) Prepare to participate in a mini-lesson on the election of 1860 by completing the handout: The Election of 1860.    To complete this handout you will need to turn to page 523 and 528 of Eric Foner’s Give Me Liberty (textbook located on the bottom shelf below the bin).  
3) Participate in a Mini-Lesson about the Election of 1860 led by Greg.  
4) Supplementary Activity to Challenge Yourself:  Perform a close reading of the excerpt from a speech delivered by Alexander H. Stephens, Vice President of the Confederacy on March 21, 1861 and answer the accompanying questions.  If you plan on completing this task, locate the handout from Greg. 
5) Data-Collection Time! What information/ideas from this Task Card could you possibly include in your thematic essay?  Now is the time, if you haven’t done so already, to jot down any ideas you may want to include in your essay on you data collection sheet.  
