Unit 4: The Civil War and a New Birth of Freedom? 

Task Card #5: Reconstruction: Uniting the States Once Again! 
Essential Question: How has American history been shaped by the debates, disagreements, and struggles over freedom?
Aim: To identify and evaluate the competing visions for Reconstruction (post-Civil War America) and consider how freedom changed after the war for the nation, for freedmen, and for southern whites.
Materials: 

· Power Point: Reconstruction: A New Birth of Freedom?
· Handout:  Reconstruction: A New Birth of Freedom? Fill-in-the-blank Activity.  
Activity: 

1. Pretend that the year is 1865.  The war is soon to be over.  The Union (the North) will most certainly win!  The Confederacy (South) will lose.  In preparation for the war to end, the government needs to create a “To-Do” List for rebuilding or reconstructing the nation. Develop a “Reconstruction-To-Do List” (on loose-leaf paper) in which you list the various things the nation will need to do/resolve/think about in order to move forward after the Civil War and the passing of the 13th Amendment.  Share your “To-Do” List with a buddy before moving on to the next activity item.  

2. Locate Power Point entitled: Reconstruction: A New Birth of Freedom?  Instead of taking notes, complete the handout entitled: Reconstruction: A New Birth of Freedom? Fill-in-the-blank Activity.  After completing, share/compare with a buddy or two.  Ask Greg to see answer sheet.  
*Although this task card should help you better understand the effects of a Union victory and a Confederate loss in the Civil War, this information may not appear explicitly (expressed in a way that is very clear and direct) in your essay. Hence the reason that I am not asking you to add information to your data collection sheet at this time.   
