Unit 4: The Civil War and a New Birth of Freedom? 

Task Card #6: The Lost Cause and Civil War Memory 
Essential Question: How has American history been shaped by the debates, disagreements, and struggles over freedom? 

Aim: To identify and evaluate competing visions of Civil War memory. 
Materials: 
· Loose-leaf paper 

· Textbook: Eric Foner’s Give Me Liberty: An American History, 3rd Edition. 
· Handout: What Caused the Civil War?
· Article: The Confederate Flag: Heritage or Hate by Bryan Brown , New York Times Upfront Magazine 
· Your data collection sheet 

Activity: 
1. Activate Prior Knowledge: 

a. The goal of Reconstruction was to help 4 million former slaves transition from slavery to freedom – that is,  live a free life where they could work for wages (money), own land, have families, go to school, build churches, participate in government (i.e. be a free citizen of the United States).  With this goal in mind, identify two successes and two failures  of Reconstruction.  (Consider making a chart to organize your responses).  
b. As you learned in the previous Task Card, most former slaves were denied land and labor (could not find a job or own land), why do you think Reconstruction, for the most part, failed? (If you need help responding to this question, and/or would like to perhaps strengthen your response to this question, consider reading the section “Masters Without Slaves” on page 591 in Eric Foner’s Give Me Liberty. 
2. Perform a close reading (i.e. annotate purposefully) of the article entitled: The Confederate Flag: Heritage or Hate by Bryan Brown and answer the accompanying questions.  After completing handout, conduct a turn-and-talk (i.e. share responses with a neighbor).  
Possible unfamiliar words/terms (write the definition for each term in the margins when the term first appears in the text): 

· white supremacist =  someone who believes that white people are better than people of other races
· oppression = when someone treats a group of people unfairly or cruelly and prevents them from having the same rights as other people have
· tattered = clothes, books etc., that are tattered are old and torn
· lynching = if a crowd of people lynches someone, they kill them, especially by hanging them, without using the usual legal process
· integration = the process of getting people of different races to live and work together instead of separate
· commemorate = to do something to show that you remember and respect someone important or an important event in the past
3. Data Collection Time:  What information/ideas from this Task Card could you possibly include in your thematic essay?  Now is the time, if you haven’t done so already, to jot down any ideas you may want to include in your essay.  
*This information will help you discuss the key arguments for the Respondents or Defendants: Texas Division Sons of Confederate Veterans, Inc. (the group that wanted the state of Texas to make a specialty license plate featuring a Confederate flag.  
