Unit 5: Freedom Before the Second World War
Overview and Expectations 
Unit Overview: 

Between the era of Reconstruction and the Second World War, the United States underwent a profound social and economic revolution that affected all aspects of Americans’ lives.  The nation experiences a second industrial revolution (the first one was the “market revolution – think “Pictures Can Tell a Story activity) bringing tremendous urban growth, creating a national market, and making captains of industry very rich while exploiting the working class. Farming was transformed too, and the settlement of the West after the Civil War resulted in the displacement of American Indians.  At the same time, the expansion of the economy and the new freedoms for women offered by city life encouraged the growth of an idea of personal freedom based on individual fulfillment. For this unit, you will explore this crucial period in American history as you prepare to write your third talking point for the year.  
Your TASK:  

1) Complete a series of task cards at an appropriate pace to meet the various aims and learning objectives detailed on your student performance tracker.    You may move through these activities/assignments at your own pace. You should, however, complete the activities in the order they appear on your student performance tracker. 

* To demonstrate a strong ability to PLAN, you may want to maintain a calendar/keep a log of your progress/what you accomplish each day.  You can locate planning materials on the class Weebly.
2) Unit 5 is divided into three sections – each section is tied to a specific issue.  At the end of the unit, you are required to submit your 3rd talking point for the year based on one of the three topics.  Below is a brief description of each of the three issues.  Your talking point must be submitted on the class Weebly by ____________________. Our third Reading Discussion Day will be two days after this due date.   

Issue #1: The Wealth Gap 
During this period in American history, social life seemed increasingly polarized between those at the top who reaped most of the benefits of economic expansion – and workers struggling to make ends meet earning low wages and living in desperate conditions.  Today, wealth continues to be unevenly distributed as a small percentage of Americans live in the “sunshine” while the majority of Americans continue to dwell in the “shadows.”  
Talking Point: 

If you select Issue #1: The Wealth Gap as the focus of your talking point, you must use the following text(s) to as guiding texts from which to formulate or draw your own conclusions:
Excerpt from The American Way of Poverty: How the Other Half Still Lives by Sasha Abramsky
And

One Family’s Story Shows How the Cycle of Poverty is Hard to Break, Pam Fessier, NPR, May 2014.
Link: http://www.npr.org/2014/05/07/309734339/one-familys-story-shows-how-the-cycle-of-poverty-is-hard-to-break
Great video to help you understand the “Wealth Gap:” https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QPKKQnijnsM
Issue #2: Becoming “American” 
Human beings are social creatures. We all, as individuals, have the need to identify ourselves as a member of a larger group. When the individual is accepted into the group, he or she has been assimilated or absorbed by the group.  Assimilation or becoming “American” is also a two-way street, particularly when you're dealing with people. When we join, or are assimilated into a group, we are changed, but so is the group. Ideas, attitudes and beliefs flow back and forth. Group dynamics change. Both the individual and the group have changed.   Immigrants and early inhabitants of North America once deemed “outsiders” and “foreigners” shaped and continue to change the face of American society.  
Talking Point: 

If you select Issue #2: Becoming “American” as the focus of your talking point, you must use the following text(s) to as guiding texts from which to formulate or draw your own conclusions:

“Why Do Immigrant Children Struggle More Than Their Parents Did, ”Richard Weissbourd, New Republic, November 20, 2014 
Link: http://www.newrepublic.com/article/120352/why-americanization-makes-immigrant-children-less-successful
and
“The Melting Pot That Never Was, Tasnim Ahmed, The Harvard Crimson, March 5, 2014. 

Link:  http://www.thecrimson.com/article/2014/3/5/harvard-not-melting-pot/

Issue #3:  Women’s Rights and Freedoms 
Traditional gender roles were changed dramatically as women sought out equality and protection for themselves and for their children, and demanded greater liberty, free sexual expression, and reproductive choices. Today, despite the gains achieved during this period in American history, women continue to fight for freedom and equality.  
Talking Point: 

If you select Issue #1: Women’s Rights and Freedoms as the focus of your talking point, you must use the following texts to as guiding texts from which to formulate or draw your own conclusions:

Young Women and Politics, Rutgers Center for American Women and Politics

Links: http://www.cawp.rutgers.edu/fast_facts/voters/documents/young.pdf
http://www.cawp.rutgers.edu/fast_facts/voters/documents/GG_IssuesAttitudes-2012.pdf
and 
Gloria Steinem at 80: Taking Stock of Today’s Women’s Movement, Abigail Jones, February 14, 2014. 
Linlk: http://www.newsweek.com/gloria-steinem-80-taking-stock-todays-womens-movement-229170
** You may also locate a different text for any of the above issues.  If you choose to focus your talking point on a different text, you must acquire approval from Greg! 
