Unit 5: Freedom in America From Reconstruction to the Second World War (1870-1940) 

Issue #1: The Wealth Gap 

Task Card #2: Sunshine and Shadows: How the Other Half Lives 
Aim: To analyze photographs in order to assess the conditions faced by immigrants during the Gilded Age and consider if similar conditions remain intact today.

Materials: 
· Handout: Photo Analysis Worksheet 
· Laptop 

· Handout: Excerpt from Sasha Abramsky’s The American Way of Poverty: How the Other Half Still Lives
· Handout: Sunshine and Shadows Photo Montage  
Activity: 
1) Locate PowerPoint entitled: Jacob Riis: How the Other Half Lives.

2) Using the handout entitled: Photo Analysis Worksheet analyzed two photographs from the collection.  Before you begin, take a look at Step 2. Inference on the analysis worksheet.  For this step, I want you to make inferences based on the following question (consider also the AIM):
a. What does this image tell you about the living and/or working conditions faced by immigrants at the time it was taken?  
3) After you complete the analysis worksheet, conduct a small group discussion/share-out with two or three of your classmates.  Use the following questions to prompt your discussion: 
a. What generalizations/conclusions can one make about immigration and this time period in American society based solely on the photos you looked at and analyzed? 
4) Complete a Discussion Reflection (refer to the handout entitled: Guidelines to Completing the Task Cards for specific directions on how to complete an appropriate discussion reflection).   
5) Complete the “Connections to Today” Activity. 
Connections to Today Activity: 

1) Complete Sunshine and Shadows Photo Montage Activity (located in the bin).  

