Unit 5: Freedom in America From Reconstruction to the Second World War (1870-1940) 

Issue #2: Becoming American 

Task Card #3:  Becoming “American” 
Aim: To identify and evaluate the process of becoming “American” for “new immigrants” during this period in American history.     

Materials:
· Laptop 

· Handout: Becoming “American:” The Chinese-American and Mexican-American Experience
· Handout: Excerpt from Merton E. Hill’s "The Development of an Americanization Program." 
Activity: 
1. Locate Power Point entitled: The New Immigrants and Becoming American. (As you go through the slides, take notes on a separate sheet of paper.  Your notes must be submitted when you complete all the task cards.)   
2. Locate handout entitled: Becoming “American:” The Chinese-American and Mexican-American Experience 
How can I answer the questions on the handout? 
For each of the groups above, first access the following link (located on the class Weebly): 

http://www.loc.gov/teachers/classroommaterials/presentationsandactivities/presentations/immigration/index.html
For Chinese Americans:
Click on “Chinese” on the side bar and read the information on the following pages: Introduction, Searching for the Gold Mountain, Struggling for Work, and Exclusion  
For Mexican-Americans:
Click on “Mexican” on the side bar and read the information on the following pages: A Growing Community, and Perceptions and Misconceptions
You also need to access the handout entitled: Excerpt from Merton E. Hill’s "The Development of an Americanization Program."
3. Discuss your response(s) to the above activity with a classmate or in a small group comprised of no more than three of your classmates.    

4. Complete a Discussion Reflection (refer to the handout entitled: Guidelines to Completing the Task Cards for specific directions on how to complete an appropriate discussion reflection).   

