Unit 5: Freedom in America From Reconstruction to the Second World War (1870-1940) 

Issue #2: Becoming American 

Task Card #4:  Native Americans 

Aim: To determine how the transformation of the West in the decades following the Civil War affected Native Americans and how Native American ideas of freedom differed from those of settlers and government officials in this period.

Materials: 

· Handout: Native Americans and the Transformation of the West 

· Handout: The School Days of an Indian Girl by Zitala-Sa
· Possible laptop and listening device 

Activity: 

1) Activate Prior Knowledge:

a. What happened in the decades before the Civil War that led to the further displacement (removal) of Native Americans? (Share your answer with a buddy or Greg before moving on).  If you would like an additional recap/reminder about these events, locate the PowerPoint entitled: The Continued Displacement of Indians. 

2) Complete the handout entitled: Native Americans and the Transformation of the West
3) Read The School Days of an Indian Girl and answer the following questions (write responses in your notes):

a. Why did, who Zitkala-Sa calls the “paleface missionaries” come to her home? 

b. How did Dawee (Zitkala-Sa’s older brother) return from the East affed Zitkala-Sa’s mother?

c. What is an iron horse?

d. What reasons does Zitkala-Sa’s mother give for allowing her daughter to go East? 

4) After reading and answering the questions from both the handout and reading, locate a buddy or two and discuss your responses to the provided questions.  In addition to the questions provided, consider discussing the following questions with your group:

a. How did the Homestead Act and the Dawes Act affect the West, specifically Native Americans?
b. How do you think the U.S. government justified these actions? 

c. Cultural assimilation is the process by which a person or a group's language and, or culture come to resemble those of another group. In what ways, does education serve to “assimilate” people and groups? 

d. According to Ward Churchill, a professor of ethnic studies at the University of Colorado, the reduction of the North American Indian population from an estimated 12 million in 1500 to barely 237,000 in 1900 represents a "vast genocide . . . the most sustained on record.” Do agree with Churchill? Why or why not? 

5) Complete Connections to Today Activity

Connections to Today Activity:

1) Conduct Research to answer the following questions (write responses in your notes):

a. Do Indian reservations still exit today?  If so, where?

b. What, if any problems do Native American face today? 

2) Optional Extensions – Watch “30 Days: Life on a Reservation” starring Morgan Spurlock at 

Google search “30 days reservation” – the link is the sixth one down from the top.  

