Unit 5: Freedom in America From Reconstruction to the Second World War (1870-1940) 

Issue #3: Women’s Rights and Freedoms 

Task Card #5: The Rights of Women 
Aim: To identify how and why women’s rights and freedoms expanding during the early part of the twentieth-century.

Materials:

· Laptop 

· Handout: Introduction: America America's Women: Four Hundred Years of Dolls, Drudges, Helpmates, and Heroines by Gail Collins 
· Textbook: Eric Foner’s Give Me Liberty 
· Handout: Alice Paul Biography
· Handout:  Anna Julia Copper Biography
Activity:

1) Read and annotate the introduction to Gail Collin’s America America's Women: Four Hundred Years of Dolls, Drudges, Helpmates, and Heroines and answer the following questions: 

a. How does Collins characterize the history of American women?  Do you agree with this assessment? Why or why not?
b. Does Collins’ assertion that the “history of American women is…less a war against oppressive men than a struggle to straighten out the perpetually mixed message about women’s role that was accepted by almost everybody of both genders” hold truth today? In other words, is the plight or fight for women today?   

2) Create mini-PowerPoint or Prezi that attempts to explain or answer the following questions:

a. What was the Seneca Falls Convention of 1848? 

b. What impact did the Civil War and the Reconstruction era have on the women’s movement?

* See page 609 in Eric Foner’s Give Me Liberty if you need help responding to this question. 

c. How did women win the right to vote? Describe the historical circumstances that led to this moment.   

Your PowerPoint or Prezi must also choose two women (from the list below) and discuss how they participated in the expansion of women’s rights.  

a. Jane Adams (see page 752 in Eric Foner’s Give Me Liberty)

b. Margaret Sanger (see page 747 in Eric Foner’s Give Me Liberty)

c. Emma Goldman (see page 747 in Eric Foner’s Give Me Liberty)

d. Alice Paul (see handout entitled: Alice Paul Biography – located in the bin) 
e. Anna Julia Copper (see handout entitled: Anna Julia Copper Biography – located in the bin)
· I have a number of resources available if you need assistance locating information to help you create your PowerPoint or Prezi. 

3) Share/compare/discuss your PowerPoint or Prezi with a fellow classmate.  
