Unit 5: Freedom in America From Reconstruction to the Second World War (1870-1940) 

Issue #3: Women’s Rights and Freedoms 

Task Card #6: The Roaring Twenties 

Aim: To describe how and why women’s lives changed during the 1920s.  
· Handout: Advertisement page from the 1900s
· Handout: Advertisement page from the 1920s
Activity: 

1) Analyze and compare newspaper advertisements from the 1900s and 1920s by answering the following questions for EACH decade (i.e. answer the questions twice).  

a. What types of goods and services are being advertised?  

b. To which social class(es) or group(s) do these ads appeal? 

*social class refers to a group of people with similar levels of wealth, influence, and status
c. How, if at all, are woman portrayed in these ads? 

d. What message do these ads send about what is important?

2) After analyzing advertisements from both decades, answer the following questions: 

a. What conclusions can you make about American society in the 1920s from analyzing the newspaper advertisements?

b. What conclusions can you make about women in the 1920s from analyzing the newspaper advertisements?  How and why did freedom expand for women in the 1920s?  
3) Discuss your response(s) to the above activity with a classmate or in a small group comprised of no more than three of your classmates.    

