Unit 4: The Civil War and a New Birth of Freedom? 

Task Card #1: Free States vs. Slave States: It’s All About the Power!
Essential Question: How has American history been shaped by the debates, disagreements, and struggles over freedom?
Aim: To consider how western expansion fueled the debate over slavery and led the nation closer to civil war.
Materials: 

· Loose-leaf paper 

· Laptop 
· Power Point: More Land, More Problems!
· Handout: More Land, More Problems!
· Handout: The Territorial Expansion of the United States Before the Civil War
Activity: 

1. Activate Prior Knowledge:   Why after declaring independence from Great Britain and forming a new nation, did the United States national government not institute (put into effect) a law abolishing/ending slavery?  
2. Locate Power Point entitled: More Land, More Problems! (As you go through the slides, take notes on a separate sheet of paper.  Your notes must be submitted when you complete all the task cards.)   
3. Complete handout entitled: More Land, More Problems! After completing the handout, have either Greg or a classmate whose name appears on the “I Got This!”  board to check your responses for understanding/accuracy.   
4. Making a Mini-Booklet of The Territorial Expansion of the United States Before the Civil War. 
5. Data Collection Time! What information/ideas from this Task Card could you possibly include in your thematic essay?  Now is the time, if you haven’t done so already, to jot down any ideas you may want to include in your essay on you data collection sheet.  
