American Freedom Thematic Essay #2

Writing Guidelines/Tips

1) Should I capitalize the Civil War? 

Because you are using "Civil War" as a proper name of an event it should be capitalized every time you use it. 
Here are a couple of examples of when you should capitalize "Civil War" in your writing. 

                        The Civil War was the bloodiest war for the United States.    OR

                       The events that led up to the Civil War made a violent conflict inevitable to many historians. 

Uses where you would not capitalize civil war: 

At the time of Abraham Lincoln's nomination many did not see a bloody civil war would be the end result of the 1860 elections. 
2) Should I capitalize North and South?

Yes  - Remember the North was also called the Union and the South was also called the Confederacy or the Confederate States of America.  When Lincoln claimed that his primary war aim was to preserve the Union, he meant the United States (both the North and the South).  

3) What should I call enslaved men and women after the war?

1) former slaves

2) freedmen and freedwomen 

3) ex-slaves

4) freedpeople 
4) What should I call the period before the Civil War? 

· In the decades preceding the Civil War

· In the decades leading to the American Civil War 

· In the Antebellum South
5) What should I call the period after the Civil War?

· During Reconstruction, 

· In the decade(s) after the Civil War/a Confederate surrender/Appomattox  

· After the Civil War,

· In the immediate aftermath of the war,
6)Should I capitalize “the” when referring to the United States of America?”

No. You only capitalize The when it is the first word in a title of book or a play. . . . In contrast, the word the is not normally capitalized in front of proper nouns that aren’t titles, like . . . the United States of America. . . . 

7) The Union can refer to the United States and/or the side that fought against the Confederacy (the South).  When Lincoln states early in his presidency that he wants to preserve the Union, he is referring to the United States.  
